
The Bright Foundation

Children’s Theatre Show 2025-26
Creative Collaborators & Actors 

Call Out

August 2025        Hastings, East Sussex



Summary

The Bright Foundation is commissioning and producing a brand new children’s theatre 
show created specially for our theatre and to be performed to schools and groups, as 

well ticketed shows for the public.

We are seeking a range of locally based creative collaborators to bring this show to life, 
alongside our Arts and Theatre Learning Leader, Poppy Rowley, who will direct it. 

Writer
Designer

Music Director / Composer
2 x Actors / Workshop Facilitators

Technical Manager / Lighting Designer

Key Dates

Script and design development: 
Oct/Nov 2025

Rehearsals: 
12 – 30 January 2026

Performances: 
Wednesdays & Thursdays – Feb/Mar/Apr 2026

Plus additional public shows tbc

NB – dates subject to final confirmation

Fees (in the region of)

Final fees subject to planning and development

Writer: £3,500

Designer: £3,500

Composer: £1,500 - £2,500

Actors: Creation & Rehearsals - £2,250
  Performances - £200 p/day

Technical Manager: £1,500

To Apply

Email a CV and short expression of interest 
explaining which role you would like and why, 

and how you meet the brief 
recruitment@thebrightfoundation.org.uk

Deadline: Mon 15 September 2025, 9am
Interviews & Auditions: w/c 22 September 2025

Location

Barn Theatre and Museum
Rodgers Farm
Stonestile Lane
Hastings
TN35 4PH

Please be aware this is a rural location not served 
by public transport

mailto:recruitment@thebrightfoundation.org.uk


About The Bright Foundation

The Bright Foundation is an arts education charity based in Hastings founded by Academy Award 
winning costume designer and philanthropist, John Bright. 

Incorporated in 2018, the organisation’s mission is to use the lifetime’s work of John Bright as a 
catalyst for creative learning to inspire a new generation of imaginative children and young 
people to reach their full potential. Our vision is for all children and young people to have their 
imaginations sparked and their wellbeing nurtured through a quality cultural education, regardless 
of their background. 

The Barn Theatre and Museum opened its doors in June 2022 at Rodgers Farm, just outside of 
Hastings, in a rural farmland setting. The site includes a museum showcasing John’s collection of 
antique toys, puppets and model theatre sets and a 48 seat theatre and workshop studio all set in 
24 acres of land. From here we offer public theatre shows and outdoor events; school and group 
experience days; and creative intensives for children to make a show. 

Our second venue opened in May 2024 in St Leonards-on-Sea. The Benbow Arts Space is a 
creative learning hub for young people dedicated to the art of filmmaking. The venue includes an 
Early Cinema exhibition and workshop and event spaces. We are a BFI Film Academy hub and 
lead annual short courses for 16-19 year olds. We also have two well established youth film 
collectives who meet weekly after school / college. And we offer a programme of work 
experience and one day visits to schools and colleges throughout the year. 

John Bright is an internationally renowned costume 
designer and costumier for film, TV and theatre, as well as 
founder and owner of the period costume house, 
Cosprop. John’s generosity has enabled The Bright 
Foundation to be formed and he will continue to fund the 
operations of the charity during his lifetime. He has 
bequeathed most of his estate to the Foundation, 
including Cosprop, to support the charity in perpetuity.

The Bright Foundation is fortunate to have the support from some of the brightest stars in the 
British Film Industry who have worked with John over the past 50 years. Our Ambassadors 
include Dame Judi Dench, Helena Bonham Carter, Jeremy Irons, Meryl Streep, Sir Ben Kingsley, 
Richard E Grant and Dame Emma Thompson. 

https://thebrightfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.cosprop.com/
https://thebrightfoundation.org.uk/about-us/ambassadors/


The Vision for the Bright Foundation Show
• To create an imaginative, inspiring and high quality 30 minute theatre production for 5-11 year 

olds taking inspiration from our museum collection of antique toys and puppets

• To make a show for school groups that enhances the primary literacy curriculum and 
encourages cross-curricular learning 

• To make a beautifully visual show, that maximises the technical potential of our theatre and 
new theatre extension

The show will predominantly be presented as part of our School and Group Experience Days. A class 
of up to 32 children will watch the performance and then take part in creative workshops inspired by 
the show. We plan to give options of creative activities to schools, such as puppet making, 
storytelling, or costume design. We will also present the show for our family audiences during 
weekends or school holidays.

We have consulted with teachers about what the show is and have decided it will be a reimagining of 
a fairytale, but we have not yet agreed which story. We would be interested to incorporate puppetry 
and want the production to be rooted in its location taking inspiration from Hastings, Rodgers Farm 
and our museum. 

The Theatre
The intimate barn-converted theatre seats 
48 people (20 fixed seats / 28 on cushions 
on floor). It has a full technical rig including 
24 channel lighting desk; motorised LED 
lights; PA system and mixer, 6000 lumens 
projector; and 3 raise & lower bars.

Dimensions
Main stage: 5.5m wide x 3.75m deep
New upstage extension: 3m wide x 2m deep 

Dates

Selection of Creative Team
Interviews & Auditions – w/c 22 Sept 2025

Visioning and Story Development
Early October 2025

Script and Design Development
October / November 2025

Rehearsals (2026)
12 – 16 January 
19 – 23 January
26 – 30 January – Technical

Performances - daytime (2026)
Teacher Previews:  4/5 February 
Schools: 11/12/25/26 February
  4/5/11/12/18/19/25/26 March
  15/16/22/23/29/30 April
Public:  30/31 March TBC

We anticipate the show will be revived again for 
2027. 

NB – final dates still subject to final confirmation

Creative Team
We aim to appoint the full creative team and 
two actors at the same time, so that the 
vision and story can evolve collaboratively. 

John Bright, our founder, runs costume 
house, Cosprop, who may be able to work 
with the designer and supply costumes.

https://www.cosprop.com/


Role Specifications and Brief

We are building a creative team to work under the direction of Poppy Rowley (our Arts and Theatre 
Learning Leader, Theatre Director and Co-Director of Hastings Theatre Project). The creative team 
should all:
• Have experience of making and presenting high quality children’s theatre
• Be based in Hastings or the surrounding area
• Be collaborative and have a flexible approach to your work

Music Director / Composer
The music director will create the original 
soundtrack for the show – most likely pre-
recorded and played back. However 
dependent on skills of actors – it could include 
live music within the show.  You would be 
responsible for any recording required.

Fee: £1,500 - £2,500 depending on vision and 
requirements 

Technical Manager / 
Lighting Designer
We are seeking an all-round technical 
manager that can plan and manage all 
technical aspects of the show including sound, 
lighting and set. In an ideal world the technical 
requirements during the show will be 
relatively simple and operated by a member of 
staff or the performers, rather than an 
additional technician. 

Fee: £1,500

Writer
The writer will develop the script for a 30 
minute show aimed at children aged 5-11 
years. The inspiration will come from a 
traditional fairy tale, and incorporate ideas 
inspired by our museum collection of antique 
toys, puppets and model theatre sets, as well 
as our location on an old farm in Hastings.

Fee: £3,500

Designer
The designer will lead on stage design and 
costumes and source or make (or oversee the 
making of) the set, props and costumes. You 
will potentially have the opportunity to 
collaborate with John Bright and Cosprop 
depending on direction of the design. 

Fee: £3,500 (including making)
Budget: £500-£1,000 depending on design

Actors / Workshop 
Facilitators
We are seeking two actors with a strong and 
engaging stage presence and an ability to build 
a good rapport with children. We’re interested 
in versatile actors with a range of skills such as 
singing, playing an instrument, puppetry, 
and/or dance. The actors will also facilitate the 
school and group workshops so must have 
strong teaching skills.

Fee: Creation and Rehearsals - £2,250
        Performance and Workshop - £200 p/day

NB – fees are guidelines subject to final planning, development, and date confirmation



How to apply

Please submit
• A CV including:

• Current or most recent relevant experience
• Links to examples of your work if available
• Two referees (name, role, relationship to you, contact details)
• Your contact details and address

• A short expression of interest saying which role you are interested in and why, how you meet the 
brief, and what you could bring to the creative process.

Please email to recruitment@thebrightfoundation.org.uk 

Deadline: Monday 15 September 2025, 9am

We will invite shortlisted people to meet with us w/c 22 September 2025. 

If needed, there will be an additional audition process for the actors that week. 

We welcome and celebrate all protected characteristics and wish to build an inclusive creative team that 
reflects the rich diversity of our UK communities. 

Access
For assistance or any access requirements please contact recruitment@thebrightfoundation.org.uk. We 
will work with applicants to ensure an accessible selection process relevant to individual needs. 

More Information
If you would like to have an informal conversation about the brief in advance of submitting an 
expression of interest, please contact office@thebrightfoundation.org.uk or call 01424 559020. 

mailto:recruitment@thebrightfoundation.org.uk
mailto:office@thebrightfoundation.org.uk
mailto:office@thebrightfoundation.org.uk
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